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One year ago in this column, I quoted from a blog post by Rev. Dylan Dodson from Raleigh, NC 

entitled, "5 Predictions about the Future Church Through COVID-19."  I appreciated his realism and 

optimism.  One year later, have any of these predictions been truthful? 

 

1. Some (or many) will disengage from the church.  Dodson wrote, "Since this has already been 

the pattern prior to COVID, it may accelerate in 2022 and beyond."   
 

I would say that, unfortunately, this trend has continued.  Some churches have rebounded well, post 

COVID, while most have struggled to get members back into the building for Sunday worship.      

 

2. Some (or many) will engage with Christianity for the first time. Dodson wrote, "The good news 

about streaming worship online is that it is enabling churches to connect with people they never 

would have before. This pandemic has forced people to look for true hope and grace."     
 

My assessment is that the Lord used the COVID crisis to get His message of salvation and hope to 

the entire world because of churches streaming their services online.  During COVID, we had people 

watching our services from New York to California, and even in Korea!   

 

3. Your congregation's leadership core will determine your church's health. Dodson: "I've pray-

ed during this time that God would grant our church a faithful core of people who want to serve and 

honor Jesus... and to realign our lives and our church's ministry with God's purposes."  
 

I appreciate the words of Proverbs 29:19: "Where there is no vision, the people perish." The Message 

Bible adds, "...When God's people attend to what God reveals, they are most blessed." Our members 

continue to take up the call to lead Third church as elders in order to follow our Lord's leading. 

 

4. People will continue to give generously if they believe the church is fulfilling God's mission.  

Dodson wrote, "The more churches make Jesus the mission the more likely members will continue to 

support the church." 
 

I am grateful to all members who have financially supported our church. We have sought to fulfill 

God's call in reaching our community's needs through 60 Samaritan's Purse shoe boxes, gifts for 10 

children of prisoners through Angel Tree, giving 100 bags of school supplies to elementary age 

students and giving over $6000 to feed the hungry in Charlotte. 

 

5. Churches that faithfully teach Scripture and preach the Gospel will thrive.  Dodson wrote: 

"Churches that lovingly teach the good news of Jesus Christ as Savior and call people to His 

standard will grow." 
 

I do not know what will occur in 2023, but I do know we will continue to preach and teach God's word 

and to present Jesus Christ as Lord and Savior.  "To God be the glory!" 



 JANUARY Birthdays: 1-Saba, 19-Clinton, 26-Sonny 

       

 FEBRUARY Birthdays:    2-Tihtina 17-Barry, 26-Angie, 27-Hailab  

 

Ash Wednesday is on February 22 this year. We will have our Ash Wednesday service at 

7:00 PM in the sanctuary.  Please plan to join us if you are able.  It will be streamed on our 

website and Facebook page. 

 

Our end-of-year report for 2022 included receiving one new member, Travis Loflin.  We 

were able to exceed all budget expenses which allowed the session to give bonuses and 

cost-of-living raises to all staff members for 2023.  Also, three church members were received 

into heaven: Marie Maynor, Johnnie Kalasountas and Brenda Dixon.  Please pray for our 

church as God leads us to a fruitful year in 2023.  

 

OUR ELDERS for 2023:   Margaret Robinson Arnold, Clerk of Session;  Cory Smith, 

Worship;  Jeff Pennington, Human Services;  Nate Ghebrewoldi,  Technology;  Joe Payne, 

Finance and Personnel;   Bill Parham, Property; Len Hull, Discernment Team. 

 

                                                                                                            We have finished year 1 in our daily Bible reading and teaching 

program, “The ABC's of Christianity” (Book 2).  Year 2 deals with 

subjects that start with the letters M - Z.   

 

The 2022-2023 "ABC's of Christianity" (book 2) is a 2-year jour-

ney to get to know God's word and respond more fully to following our Lord Jesus 

Christ.  Each month has a different letter of the alphabet assigned to it.  Each week will have 

a designated theme.  Each day will have two Bible readings on that theme and the sermon 

each week will be on that theme.   

 

Everyone is encouraged to make these Bible readings a part of your daily lives as we each 

seek to fulfill our church's vision statement, "In Christ, Always Praising, Serving, 

Growing." Copies of the book are on the front and back tables of the sanctuary, or you can 

contact the church office and we would be happy to send you a copy. 

 

Shut-In Ministry:  Many of our shut-ins and residents in care facilities have struggled with 

feelings of loneliness.  Mary Ann Cathey, Betty Crockford, Marilyn Sanders, Al and Nancy 

Selby, Roy Monroe and others continue to reside in Independent or Assisted Living Centers.  

Bennie Starnes, Linda Helms, Carl and Melba Tinch and others reside at home.  Your 

greeting cards, calls and prayers mean the world to them.  Join the cause this year to bring 

cheer to our shut-ins.   

 

Rev. Jay, Jane, Brad and Eleanor thank the session and the congregation for the 

generous yearend bonuses they were given.  Your generosity is appreciated! 

 



MANY THANKS are due MANY PEOPLE in 2022:   

 

Thanks to everyone who pitched in to make our church ready for our 

Advent and Christmas celebrations.  Thanks to those who helped 

decorate the church for Advent, a most beautiful Advent wreath, an 

enhanced Chrismon tree and for all the lovely, red poinsettias that 

adorned the sanctuary.   

 

Thanks to our musicians and singers -- Brad, Eleanor and our Christmas Eve choir. 

Thanks to Jane for our Christmas eve refreshments.  Thanks to all 50 worshippers who 

braved the 48 degree temperature in the sanctuary for a meaningful Christmas Eve service.  

 

Thanks to Meg, Kay and Jennifer for streaming our worship services to Facebook and to 

Wayne for our church website at thirdpresbyterian.com.   

 

Thanks to Bob, Bill and Shiloh who run the sound system for worship.  

 

Thanks to Bob, Charles and Jim who counted the church offerings in 2022. 

 

Thanks to those who gave 60 Samaritan's Purse shoeboxes and supported 10 children 

through the Angel Tree ministry, to everyone who has given to the Good Samaritan Fund and 

who have given canned goods or monetary gifts though the "4 for the Poor" collections that 

have supported Loaves and Fishes. 

 

Thanks to all church members and friends who gave their offerings so faithfully, that 

enabled us to meet budgetary expenses in 2022.   

 

Thanks to members of the church staff throughout 2022.  Thanks to Kathi for her work as 

Financial Secretary until her retirement in July.  Thanks to Jane for her 

administrative skills. Thanks to Brad for all things musical and to Elea-

nor for her ageless, piano accompaniment.  

 

Thanks to our elders who continued to meet faithfully and who have 

provided leadership throughout the year. 

 

The Share Life Bible study group meets every Wednesday morning at 10:30 AM in the 

church library.  40 Bible studies for the entirety of 2023 are available.  If you'd like to join the 

group, contact Jane Parham or Rev. Jay to pick up a lessons folder. Everyone is welcome.   

 

Sunday services are streamed at thirdpresbyterian.com and on our Facebook page.  

 

If you have not gotten your 2023 Offering envelope boxes, they are available in the church 

office.  Offerings are now counted after the 2nd and 4th Sundays of each month.  



Kept By My Shepherd  By Clinton Jordan 
 

Because the Lord is my Shepherd, I will not live in fear. 

Because the Lord is my light, I will not walk in darkness. 

Because the Lord is my strength, I will arise and keep giving Him praise. 

Because the Lord is my bread, I will forever feast on His word and partake at his table. 

Because the Lord is my water, my thirst will always be quenched, His well never runs dry. 

Because the Lord is my provider, I will not be in need. 

Because the Lord is my healer, I will trust Him when I am in pain. 

Because the Lord is my shepherd and I am His sheep, I will follow wherever He leads me. 

How can I not trust the one who knows my thoughts before I even think these thoughts? 

He knows the plan for me and will guide me all the way. 

All He requires of me is to trust Him. 

 

Proverbs 3:5-6;  Trust in the Lord with all your heart, and lean not into your own understanding.  
In all your ways acknowledge Him and He will make your paths straight. 

 

Member of the Month 

 

Each month we will be honoring one or more members of our church.  Our JANUARY and 

FEBRUARY members are Jim and Martha Hanline. They are both native Charlotteans.  

Martha was raised in Dunlap Orphanage in Memphis, Tennessee and returned to Charlotte 

when she was 15 years old. She graduated from Harding High School and Jim graduated 

from Central High School. He then joined the Air Force from 1957-1962.  Jim was a firefighter 

for 30 years with the Charlotte Fire Department and Martha had a career as an administrative 

assistant.  Jim has served as an Elder and both served the church in multiple ways. Jim has 

donated over 10 gallons of blood to the Red Cross. They have been married for 64 years and 

have 2 sons, 6 grandchildren and 2 great grandchildren.  

 

 

 

Jane Parham has a new phone number.  The number is 980-259-1777.  Also, if you have 

has changed to your email, phone number or address, please contact Jane in the church 

office.  

 

 


